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[ Abstract] Metformin is a common oral hypoglycemic drug,which has an important role in improving insulin
resistance and regulating the level of glucolipid metabolism. With the widespread use of metformin in recent years ,new
evidence suggests that it also regulates multiple biological processes such as autophagy, inflammation, angiogenesis,
and fibrosis,, which may provide the theoretical basis for the use of metformin in ocular disease. Current studies have
implicated that metformin has great potential in ocular therapy in preclinical and clinical applications, especially for
patients with diabetic retinopathy, where metformin has an important role in delaying disease progression by inhibiting
hyperglycemia-induced retinal inflammation , oxidative injury,and vascular endothelial growth factor signaling pathway.
For nondiabetic ocular disease , metformin ameliorated the disease course by modulating cellular metabolism ,improving
oxidative stress and autophagy, and downregulating pro-inflammatory cytokines. Considering the multifaceted roles
beyond glucose-lowering effects, as the advantage of safety profile and low cost, metformin has the potential as a novel
therapeutic strategy for the treatment of ocular disease. This article reviews the research progress on the application of
metformin in ocular diseases.
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ZROBCARCT, 1-Z B OROAR) YR A L AR U, B 20 JEe5 . AMP 3E fb 9 K [ B A ( AMP-activated protein
4 50 4FACT 2 TR R PIIR U7, & 2 BUBE RS 1 — kA kinase , AMPK ) J& —Fl 5 = IR 1, /5 0 4l i g i IR S 19 1%
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TR A TE T A0 S5, 7 OB O 8 B R < ) A R A T
NGB RAZ TS 5 7 A ATP 43 i A3 38 A2 AH OC 1 H A5 il 1 2%
B EET, RN B UE Y AR i AMPK R 1 vk
AMPK R 78 42 S 45 245 BIAE F o BR T 40 05 1 W% DA Ah, 3T 4R
o6 Z HBUIAE FIFLH B DF R E e 20 L R Bl |
POMIR S e P S 2 A T . A BT B, UK A
TR e A L L SEE AT AR R O Y £ 5 L,
0048 P B AR AR A AR, A IS R TR A I 9 A2 ( diabetic
retinopathy, DR) | J&U & ¥ JF £ & % % HR ( primary open-angle
glaucoma, POAG) DA K 4E #% #H 56 1 35 3¢ 75 14 (age-related macular
degeneration , AMD ) 4 22 Fft 4 35 5 95 1 2k JB 70 B I S i
I PR rh = H SO e 26 MR 5 < g 9F Jo 1 ¥ 74 ML ) M A K
RLFHEAT S4G , LT o R B0 B 1A S (A 1 3R 9T T B

1 = B SRR 7E AR 0% s i 7 BT Y Bz AR

1.1 DR

DR & — Bl b e I8 51 & 04 90 I 5 PN B2 0 1 s i P 90
F2 R WL AN A R AR . FE DR R P, RAE IS S AL
PO U5 1. 657 30 37 A T v A R ) I A it 7 9 R L A R o AL A Y R
BEIRT o BE RO TR 0 W IE A, 4 IR T v W 3
AMPK 3 B T 98 57 25 30 BRA5 1 I F 2 AR OCE 1 (silent
information regulatorl, SIRT1) %) & i A1 4% A ¥ -k B ( nuclear factor
kB, NF-«B) (#0305 7 o 5 M8 7 3R 25 4 NF-«B % 803 7T fih
RV 7 77 A, S SO0 I R i e s R o, Ak, K
A e R b T LU R T B T R RS AL L L R
TR G A4 Tt e S T A R 00, T A 8 A 5 B ) SRk
L ORT i e A TR i 4 P9 B2 AE & Rl F (vascular endothelial
growth factor, VEGF) fif 3¢ 3% FI R 175 5 B 11 DR 37 A= 1 45 9
PPERREE,

ZHUNCK DR B YT AR I 2 07 . Y SRR 1)
DR 697 1Y W 25 25 B2 AT 9830 552, FEmT L Sa 3 82 el 200 Jif [h) 5% 7
T4 A R 4R B Y VEGF {5 53 I 5 2 - 2 F2 1fil DR
R UK DR U AL A HE AMPK (R0 1k 4R
AMPK #effitt 42" . —J7 I, 9036 AMPK W 396 B 4 AL 4 T
SIRT1 {1y 400 ], BEL 1k 4 Ak 7 98K . 200 B 9 T 5% 400 o B 4t e i) 43 45
(i) Ff 2, BB 410 7 NF-w B fish & 42 1 40 i PR - X6 56 9 4 B 1) S5 48 5 55
—J7 1, AF AMPK #4813 42 W] U 58 w35 I 75 - 1 400 9 JIEE 08 0
AR, I VEGF {5 53l B %45 DR P e,

TE= MBEA ST, — HOSUIKN ] VEGF {55 id #% fig yal /b fi
I8 A PR - 2E R, TS0 RAE B A T A i A . AE
e A5 5 1Y I8 95 72, VEGF-A 2 i 8 AL iy =20 ] 7,
5 VEGFR2 5 & n] /- AL 56 N 58 o3k 2 8 G 2 A= )
SRR WRFE SR, OO AT R I 5 57 1
B AL U B F 223k Zhang A5 A DU 400 BE 5 19 DR
AN B 457 ZOBUIRONE J 1 5, /0 BRI miR-497a-5p 7K -
E 3 #E A0  VEGF-A mRNA [ 3'-4E 4 #% X, VEGF-A & 1
FEIE PR W0 RE A i 5 R AR, BEIR A R 5 S 0 DR
N BRI 2, — WY ORI A A X b BRI 8 VEGF-A

mRNA 7 45 85 3 98 5, il 14 38 in VEGF120/VEGF164 Wi # [, %
M VEGFR2 (3% /L # VEGF ({5 246 % 0 LU i) — i
XSV BE 3 Aok 9 2 400 ) B A 32 A B i A8 A 9 TV PR K7
K VEGF 5515 %,

O I 4% 1M %5 P9 % 40 G ( retinal microvascular endothelial
cells, RVECs ) /E 2y # o 5 g Ji i (%) 2 22 20 i 4 L J2 2 b R
S AR S, R RO AT W R DR AR H RO KT, Xt
RVECs % HEARAP R T o 6 5 45 ) 16 28 93 36 58 9 7 -0 ( tumor
necrosis factor-a, TNF-a) 4 B f A RVECs & B, 55 # 4f
TNF-o T TAH G, K5 4 — F UK (> 10 mmol/T) 4b 3 R 2 25 F%
1% 75 W b 26 4% 40 8 %4 1k 85 [1-1 (active monocyte chemotactic
protein 1,MCP-1) J% [ 41l }fs /> % -8 ( interleukin 8,IL-8) fif ¥t J&
b AT 0, i B AT BE S OBUIETE AMPK-NF-kB i 5 4
I RS R O R ol SR SO = o 1 S 1| S A N 1= i < 14 0
(5 mmol/L) b BALBEFN H] A RVECs Ht TNF-o L8 ) MCP-1
FlIL-8 7K F-, NF-xB p65 F1 41 }d [a] 5 Kt 73 +-1 (intercellular
adhesion molecule-1, ICAM-1) 2 35 th % T 8, H — B XK X}
ICAM-1 A1 MCP-1 {4 il £ F 72 Jm A AMPK 30 1 70) )5 4 BEL 187
M7 3240 4 7 % NF-xB 1 IL-8 f% ihAKF TR . X i —
FH XU RE 38 52k AMPK A3 61 0 = 44 o 3% 728 sk 20 4% i A oA = 19
AN R B X RVECs i 8 4, X 5. 100 00 0 8 S5 % ) i 179
R EAT A . Zheng 251 ISE ST T XU AE 5 0 F B
R B B E SIRTL, i i3 SIRT1/ 3 B B1/AMPK i j% ik />
NF-«B 1 Bel-2 #12¢ X 7B 11 & 06 1 4 (reactive oxygen species,
ROS) £ 1 I 6 1A Bz 4 it v i 5 109 9 0 AN A T 72

Fifi & %t DR A5 AL B 3R ABFZT, — B WK% DR o 3% 1
FH R AR O A RR % 1ML 78 5 8 B A T S 4 o K T 1 9T, L
it e WE PR BT A0 M A 1 L A Ak R AN e A R 1T e T A
DR = A b4 . i = B XU B0 £ R AL SR 32, ok 3
V55 5 30 B 0 E 1 %5 8 X F DR WTRYY NGOG .

1.2 AMD

AMD 2 —Fh AT 2 W E I, 1 E LM @R
(retinal pigment epithelium, RPE ) 725 ¥ /i 5 1 % 8 52 % 24 Jf 3¢
TONRHE . HETXE T AMD 9 & 05 B i 4 5¢ 4 [ 0], {3 RPE
4 i P4 SR AL K TR B AL B ROS FHE 5 A 48 1L 1545 1A
R EEEIRE L M 2 R S 0 T R AR, X T
140 Y A A B TR B RPE 410 2 S Ak it o e IE
% RPE 20 Mo [ 06 5 B0 5 42 3K 06T 1) DA 2k 5 4 e fe s (AL 2
AMD ¥ o R AT RPE 40 g G 13 a3 78 43 A W KBt A AL
U5 ERTE AE £ Fh S5 S A R P S, U AT 0
AMPK N[E T4 F155 A W, Gl i 2L o ) F ih & Z 0 E o
( mammalian target of rapamycin, mTOR) . [ I 38 7% 4 il 1 270,

ZHOBUIRGE 5 AMPK K363 42 8 15 RPE 410 i v i) 3 W K
LUk 2 AMD Y S AL B A . FE 3 4 Ak &L (hydrogen peroxide,
H,0,) % G RPE 41 i % 4k 351 15 B9 BF 58 1, Zhao %5 % B — H
XUIRTIAL 22 g B R 3 2> H,0, 755 RPE 4ii g tp ROS 19 R, JF
il RPE 48 i 98 T, 7 24 (o I AMPK 0 i 700 e, — FOBUIR 5 5
W A W bR IC 2 [ LC3B A p62 [ 2% ik B S 32 B ], H 6 40 e
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T 75 0 T AR A T S . Qu 4R AE
S5 B TR A 5 R T BT IO 8T M AMD R B 2 B, T W
O P 5 B 338 04 s 4 24 i i /0 48 N 075 5 19 RPE 41 fil 1y &
YA H BT iRy RPE Bt % 3 BE 09 58 5 M 5 i 4 & /A
N RPE 4 A1 400 T4 AMD (19 {4 S5 B e, — SO 5 4cb 348
YR TR Ab BEALAY ROS 7K B AR . — S Ak = &K 38, 4
M P8 Tk 2, BB AR 6 AMPK £ SIRT1 /K Thw . — B XUAR mf
BB L G AMPK/Sirt] & # %+ RPE 41 i 4 1k N7 3% 9 £ b 1
o WA, A BRI, BTG 5 3 0 20 00 B 4 M A5 Bk
2845 -AMPK 9K 3l (1) [ 1 3 12 th B e 35 A5 2B (1 E B fs /b LR
W1 AMD [y & 4 180%% Bruch R R FIDG IR AZ 45 B B, 1L 5% AMD
HERE DL BT G AMD Ak R ORI 9T 9k
A Al 2 b B SUDRO8 22 AMD 3 J 1Y) 3R 97 1 72 .

1.3 POAG

POAG 2 —Fig 1 . 2 B 38 1 A0 280 48, JL R AT S 1 I
JI 3tk 2545 41 Jfl ( retinal ganglion cell, RGC ) 3B b #1414 25 1k B 2
Bk . T RGC B R BB & 75 3R, 4R 14 ) 58 i % &
PRI BB B R R A BB R, &k
PRIy B P A5 18 M T OB IR /N BUIR R T J5 RGC Py B 309 T 46
Bl Rz — " Besh, b AR LT 4 AL IR 3 TR AR A K A
F B (transforming growth factor-8, TGF-B) 4 5 1y /1N 4% [’ 01 % #2
e AN 4D BL R T AR X POAG 3 RGC I g2 fil th e H &
PR o OO R T i 1) 5% ) 2 B 4 v o7 oF 2R b fA
PR AR S 1 M T %) S 4 AMPK B 0E B
FERL, e BT 2R 2 AL AL ) A D) 32 22 4R v 7E 28 0 ) 3E 48 it TGF-
B f5 5l B ™ .

5 F O SUIKAE 75 72 7 AR K F il RGC £k 14 1 Bk s
oK 5% f% POAG iy 3fF J& , B R i JCHI S BF 52, 10 = F UK A
SF AR AF AT RE XS POAG R0 9 o JB8 7 A e 3% VR . Li 451
FEAT T OGHR 8 3 AT 1 R B AL e 2 B LIRS 3 IR ]
FRWBEFAROMBPILED . 1 B EE A L% & AR5
HE AU G| R A 27 e b R, i — 25 00 9% 3% B = HOSUNIGE 53 38
1 AMPK/ % R 121 F AH JC IR 7 2 3 6 B 5 IR 45 1 s 2T 4 40 Jif
i TGF-B2 53 1 S AL I 3 B2 £ 4F 4k b o A%, 1 6 %5 — F 3K
T ST R BE R HEPT AT AL A TR AR 2 v, = FOBUR A B HiE
W BE 0 ) 2 28 1 M1 280 15 I 40 B AR A 15 5 1 N 45 R A & 2 4
27 EAAE T o 35— FOBUMIC 9 £ 38 0 59 0 Bt 21 4 4k 1 T BL
il , A AMPK 1 g S8 AR 5 1 25, Ho Xt POAG % {2 4 4 1k
R85 0 2 H 1K Th A RS T B9 4R B VR AR R AR T
1.4 HHE %

TR M6 R — b R 2R TR P AR B 4 R M R L 4 A R
PEAEAR R . R AR 2 th A BRI G, A
B R HE CD4A i B ME T 40 M Bl A R B G 0 T A
(autoimmune uveitis, ATU) % fit % A4 i £ 2 JE R 00— SUBK
AT BB AR BN A& 22 T T, BR TR A8 AE 20 i A 1 2 4 4 R
B SRR I H A BRI REN, XA A R AR AMPK X
2 W IR AT R A% B I A WA NF-«B % 5 0 16 AL By ik, L
J2AE AMPK A& 810k B HE 90 ] NF-xB B9 8405 J% o 100 3k b & =

Y R N D S A

WS B BT R AR R AT RE RE B2 A A R Y R OAE B R
Kalariya % 76 N 3 20375 5 104 40 B 96 K OB b 2 B, 5 R
b AT R BRAH L, UMK B v 5 RE S 3 R AR OR B K
TNF-o IL-1B \MCP-1 &5 4 Ji 41 Jfa K+ Fina Ak I /K8 5 S s 40
Uge e WoR , KA bR R R A INE R -2 LK% NF-«B 7ERER (A 71
PP B o ) 30k e 52 B0 A, ELWE R fb AMPK 3% 3k W 35 19 o
X WIS AMPK a4 Hl N B E B SN A EREY
ik, HETHZ Z RIS ATU B9 IG R RTOFSE (B ELA B &
PEGRER I RS R T Z B WIR YT X AIU Wi fE s kb . 2
RE T 2 A, B ORUIRTE [ B S e 0 Hh B Ak ST T R A
FH BB A2 R0 R G e 98 50 /E H, 98 3 7E T AMPK/NF-«B
Fl AMPK/mTOR 5 {553 % , i i 98 TNF-o 30 ] B W5 20 g
FEIR TP RAE FA LR 7 R R Y T 40 i S T A S HL D FE
BB S REE ST | B S 0 P I B 2 D 8 T v 45 R
B R AT A R

ST TR ORUNCRE ) E B T A A T R S R T AL
A R XTI 3 T 28 5 90 SR, TRV G RS PR AR BUR B A . LA
PR T AR AE i - IR B R, 4 B 0w T — W SO e
A 5 LA IR P % 5 o 8 R 1 R A R A L Ty
1.5 0 I £ 2 5

WL BB (5, % A8 M (retinitis pigmentosa, RP) J& g % 8% 52 45 40
FUBET A RPE 2545 5 2 1Y 3 1% o 00 I B8 22 , B §iT T8 A 2L
BIT I MGARY R JAE I A A AT RE T 42 RP G, —
FROBUICE A ik B AT DA ] o- 5 il A% 25 1 B 1R AL , 388 5 T Bl 2 kL
AT B B B ok 2 R 0L 8 L TR T 1 R A O A T PR 4 A R
iz g g i e A

CHRACEA T RP AW, A 2T AE RP RSP/ B
BT (ed 1) o % BLBY B8 A I T S = PR OUBIR B B8 5 0 /D Ol e 7
YN M PR T, HE 5% IR 2 i 0 RUAR A0 A AR e 00 o A PR A A% )
FF /0N JBE S5 20 1 TS b, RNA U 3 s — B OB i 28 1 ) 9% E 3%
B 2 P T R L N = & N OE v W 0/ B o T L B I
KT RP ) 1 22 B4 17 F AT Rl A5 002 3k 45 26 3 4 3 DA o 48
AN T4 %o Eltony %% 78 N-2 J£-N-TF fi§ & IR 375 5 19
RP KBTI b e B, — WU s i S i 22 7 d J5 , 5 08 T2 A
AR B R AR B W, W B R A -3 — SR A A BRI E
W 200 A 3 ) (CD68 ) ik T, H W BUIREk 8 T RP K B #
S AN I TR S B AT L B AR L. ORI AT
B A e e S AL R BT R NPT T S R AESE RP k(B
LR 2 R K B 5 o A7 o R 2R Y T A

2 ZEARTE AR AR R A I R R A

UM MR 368 95 9 B I o Ak ER R B B (L A
Sy R B 3245 T HAE DR AMD HI POAG 3% A7 B8R

EL R, 3 43 I B S 3 — 9 WU 99497 %) DR (R 3%
HIVETE 2 4L o de Jager 45" 76 KA B HLXT MR 3 h e B, 15 %
TELRA LL , C1 R = Y RUNE 4. 3 48 76 %A% DR A % 1008 K F- 1 7]
B i A 2 T DAY B 3 A L S R 0 B S i i A
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DRI 0 A4 400 D 266 B 23 7 5, AT 70 38 19 B2 o e s 1, AR UG 48
G P Li 2600 X B4 Ak P PR 5 B I % 2 ( proliferative
diabetic retinopathy, PDR) £ # Bl 8 7 4 %iF 40 Ifg I3 1 19 46 ) 2%
B, AR T AR B A AR R SUNYA T R, K XUIA
J7 (>5 4F) fig L EBEAK PDR 3% ICAM-1 #1 MCP-1 (7= 4, 75
Xk AT B T JB 9 091 0F 9 e, L 4 B UK A K
(> 15 48) 55 2 70WE IR 5 B % 0 5 3 AR 9 2k M DR DA K
PDR &4 28 i 25 R AR A 57 AH K

75 AMD 457 5 1, — F S 9 B P L 7S T — 6 R
Blitzer 25 ' X} 172 459 {5 AMD £ 2 ff) [a] 5 14 55 f51) %ok B8 ¢ %
B, = WORUIR B 4 RE 2 35 AR AMD &7k 3 HL 5L ) RO
P % 28 o 4500 e OUDIR (2 4 BRI 271~ 600 g) X AMD [
005 S 7% 5 R VR A 2 A 1 W TR SR I L T R B 2
AF P BRI T 1 080 g g ABESD, Bl ) B AL
¥ %) AMD % J& 5 AT ok 3% 45 1, H L6 5 6 9E 47 DR B IR
W AMD KUK AR A 6. 55— Xk 1 947 fil AMD A
5 841 fildE AMD H % 1 2 A5 5 40 0 % B, (= YOS B 5 1Y
AMD % A REAR 7 HEBRBE B X AMD 14 ¥ 76 8 i J , —
RUNRAR 9% 6 2 3 W 1% 3% A BE P AMD ) % /£ R Aggarwal
AEUSIAE T 231 142 AR W SR 5 2R B9 BT 5 [ RE A B T
UK 4 FH T AT B AMID ) % J% o ik e BF 5 3% ) — I SOUIE ] e
ik AMD B3R,

£ POAG )57 1 )5 T , Vergroesen 2! 2 Bl 2 HURE IR 5 55
POAG %3 XU 52 1F AH 56, T 28 — B XUNRYA YT 1 4F AL 4 R
BN 1 mg B 5 EALA POAG KUK A ¢, {5 — H XUIK A
I 5 MR =2 ) R W 2 56 6 . Lin 45175 [m] B 4t A 51 F 5 o
B, 5 A AR AR A LG, 2 4R S AR = U S 1 110 ¢
BE IR 56 % POAG [ KUK W A% 25% , HL = A XUt 3 k5 38
g, R FEAR 0. 16%

F A EF 0 = OUI I PR B2 B0 BF 9 5 8 4 i e T 4 OF
FRA R Xkl W VR A B R VA T 0 E R S R =, R
AR FL I, — F XUICAT IR AMD |, POAG 1) £ 9% X,
W, AELTS T 5 25 57 5000 DH T S 3k 6 T 5 485 AR

3 BE

TN 36T 2 BB R T iz R b i gz — B
BOIE] B A BREEREAE AN 2 ai b i T = RUICAT 94
an A, B BUAEAL TR P AE AR B BT AR 4E 1L S 2 Bl AL
JiE, PRI U AT RETE 2 i1 D0 T FL AT S I A A T o BRAT TE B 4R R
ZHIXUKX DR (AMD \RP \POAG 4 % [l 48 9 9 ik Ji B A ol 3
YRR, AR AE 25 A0 240 M A RTAL o] RE 55 — R SUKIA 4 & e Al
SR R R NF-kB 5 5 1% 5 B AR 0 58 40 i Y 1 2 3k, 4 il
TGF-B . VEGE 5 5 & 2 % A1 5¢ . ST IR IR b 4 B Z 5 1 1Y
0 SRR B SUNCAT Ak 57 A0 0L LA AR R S B 146 T
ROR HX SRR AT, = HOBUIAE 22 41k RAF AR AR Y 2
Wy RE A7 IR — BT A IR A8 995 Bl 3 R, (AR R AT AT
Pl A 1E 2 2 AT A F 4 v R
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