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[Abstract] Fuchs endothelial corneal dystrophy (FECD) is a bilateral inherited corneal disorder characterized
by irreversible degeneration of the corneal endothelium. Clinically, it manifests as a progressive loss of corneal
endothelial cells, stromal edema, and gradual deterioration of visual function. In advanced stages, corneal
transplantation remains the mainstay treatment for restoring vision. However, the precise pathogenesis of FECD
remains incompletely elucidated, and current therapeutic options are largely limited to corneal transplantation and
symptomatic management. With the rapid development of high-throughput sequencing and molecular biological
techniques, multiple genes closely associated with FECD have been identified. These genes can be categorized into
direct pathogenic genes and indirect contributing genes. Direct pathogenic genes, such as COL8A2, directly
contribute to disease advancement by altering protein structure and function. Additionally, mutations in indirect
contributing genes, including TCF4, SLC4A11, and ZEBI, are thought to promote disease onset and progression by
regulating RNA toxicity, oxidative stress response, cellular metabolism, and corneal endothelial cell function. This
review systematically summarizes the research progress on both FECD-associated direct pathogenic genes and
indirect contributing genes, with a detailed discussion of the molecular mechanisms involved. Furthermore, it
highlights potential therapeutic targets and the latest treatment strategies, including gene therapy, antioxidant
therapy, and drug screening approaches based on molecular mechanisms. These findings provide significant
theoretical foundations and research directions for elucidating the molecular basis of FECD and facilitating the
development of novel targeted therapies.

[Key words] Fuchs endothelial corneal dystrophy; Pathogenesis; Cornea; Gene; Research progress

Fund program: National Natural Science Foundation of China (82171038); Jiangsu Provincial Health
Commission Project (M2021084)

DOI: 10.3760/cma.j.cn115989-20241113-00309



ARSI IR AR 28 K 2026 41 8 H 55 44 %55 848]  Chin J Exp Ophthalmol, August 2026, Vol. 44, No. 8 - 777 -

Fuchs 1 B N 2 % 38 &~ K (Fuchs endothelial corneal
dystrophy, FECD) J& &3k # WA M E AR BB 2 —  JLF
BTk A N B2 40 B (corneal endothelial cells, CEC) B #F 47
% 2R G 51 71 2 (Descemet membrane, DM) I JE il £ s % Tk
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] RE T A RS LR S G FECD 2 A RS A 1Y B
BRNZ — . FECD B R R AFAENFD V3 | 807 822 5
LRI & 95 5% B B T R RE o R R e T %
[ 40 2% LA _E 0 LR AT 2945 4% BAT FECD™ 10 3% [ 40 ¢ & 9
R . AR R IR AEES , FECD 43 2 W& T (ko 41 % 24 30
% L 17 R ) G 52 B (A0 4R % AE 50 %7 DL HL IV ok
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N To) 5 0 2 5 T ORI B AE AR R R 22 Y A BRI
it 1% S T VR R R B ST Tk L O 5 5 o K R ALy
AT I e AR B, H 32 B A 5 A 45 R R ) E B FECD
0] T2 45 B0 5 A8 )3 2o 9 42 B R 6 3K i & RNA TR PE SRR T
P40 Mo D0 BE , Bk 451 & FECD. Jk T 4 3k 21 56 Bk BT 52
(genome-wide association studies, GWAS) , 5 HE KM T 245
FECD %5 H 5% #4364 60 8, S 9 — 25 R R L AL B 2 1 17
L FE . ARSI FECD A G 20 2k R 50 3k Ji E 47 25054
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VR R AT i 3 AN DN & N RN Y s I COMNE
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FLUE R FECD MG o 128 B PR 1Y 0 38 R A 2 28 A8 0 4 5 T e i
Fq 22 [F] A 77 e BTt 1) DDA OC 3 , JHL 80 L o) e 0 M 4 1 o 2
FIREIR TRE ek AR FECD M & Bk fe .

1.1 COL8A2

COLSA2 %ttt o2 (VIL) g I 55 , 76 AN JE DM iy i 3R 3k, 24
J DM 19 75 £ 1 46 B8 R 235 ) 1) T B W 4) L 7 K #E CEC R 5 £y
5 375 W P rh R R B YL COL8A2 S L K R FECD K9 BU At
Mo Biswas %570 5 A Y £ i i Mt /% FECD — R Al
WHRIE T COLSA2 FEIN GInd55Lys 5 L5728 % 5 78 4% E AL 1 A3t
SF ELASTHT L A 1 28 B2 0k B 5 48 S A L H A 1) R L B3R A
) b 27 A BT A 43 T 20 AR R s o, B TR B R R 1 R A =
REER 50 A DM B IE B DIRe . WF ST 4 A AP 1 R 100%
M) L450W 28 78 (8 2 WL 2] 1 CEC e il 3B /) BB Y
guttae F1 57 5 14 L 1F) DM, JF £ th 2L LA K it COLSA2 ¥ & &
FEAFE DM N S0 LR A1 %%, H DM Y25 58 F CEC H i %
JE T I A5 28 AR A W R, B S 7 Col8a 2™ ™ iy A /N FRL AR
LA EE S FE K R & B FECD B b R
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BN 5 W& T FECD AH G 9 5L B A7 45 FCD I, 38 3 % 14> 4
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Wi . SRTAT, FCD3 L R FL AR M5 5 A7 5 i — 20 I K & i A5
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565 4 A 3 L & FCD4, 1% A 45 5 FECD ™ H Ifi R 36 5 A
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(basic helix-loop-helix, bHLH ) %% 5% [N 1 E 25 [ 4 % 7 B9 &5 ik,
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M A KA AN 2 Bl K Bt AT A S8 E ARG, 70% 1Y
Wi % B FECD i TCF4 5878 T sk,

Baratz 251"/ %} 280 il i & A FECD & & A1 410 44 i BE A 47
GWAS KM & W, TCF4 HH 5878 15 W ) B FECD = BEAR G . 48
i TCF4 2l A T 28 78 fff 806 KU 386 i T 30 7%, L& #5717 14~
IR 45 457 5 DR 006 XU 38 1 5.47 4% o Afshari 2820 5 — 2550
HT TCF4 B RAE CEC Hh i BE Rk, 4 5 & B FECD B
A AR A AR 5 IR I & B TCR4 3k N 98 75 A 1784257 5
18613872 22 [H] ££ 75 i ¥ WA P-4l , Wi 5 TCF4 3 h CTG18.1
= B R B2 5 (rinucleotide repeat, TNR) ¥ 1% A7 7E Hh B
AR T I TCF4 3 R rp i) 224 38 4% 48 S5 AT R o i 401
RSP AH DG Bk I [ 52 e iz 3k PR A ) g ke kL AT S 3k
JNEE g 2 T FECD Y & A2 KU .

SR, TCF4 2875 BLAT WA o 1) M 1) 25 S5 An e 22 B,
TCF4 rs784257 578 {6 B 1 FECD (3 i g 3 0L 7eF4 e
RS IX A CTG TNR ¥ B 7E H AW & 7 FECD M & A 5 0L
{H7E [ I & R FECD B 3 o o) il J2 o 8 222 edh
CTG18.1 45 o K& K 4™ 1 158 I 3 42 765 16 & B FECD A A7 7R
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PR 2 B2 1) A7 A I

TNR [ 5 % 37 36 18 W % % FECD 14 % 95 #L il v e o 2
JHRBL TCR4 Z: N & T 1 CTG B I K Wl BLA 7 9878 3R
f9 TNR, HL G S5 7 W 28 O S0 10 & Je 454 3T AE CEC
AR XS RNA A THIRIFFE R BT e FILE AR A 1
(muscleblind-like protein 1, MBNL1) , 5 2 87 $22 2 4 | 41 ifg 4] 3
it (extracellular matrix, ECM ) 3 R 14 28 3K e A | DA T 85015 &1 4k 1L
T I 51 R 2 kL ) RE B AT, B 2 R IO guttae 5F I K AE
AR50 AR & B FECD SR B9 CEC Hh, CTG - CAG § i 45
J7 A R A G AR AUG AR IR B 3% (repeat-associated non-AUG
translation, RAN) 25 [ , iX &6 35 1 3 o JE A% 58 /Y 1) 324 1 7% JF 1
g M AL FREE 3R TN A T RNA ZEPE A 59 — Eom WLk =o', e
Hh,TCF4 1 3t ki 1L HE EMT i 72 N CEC 8, T B R
Fase te ik — 2 i FECD 45 B A2 27
2.2 DMPK

7 F 19q13.32 Y 4 4K | (1) DMPK 35 B AE Sy — Fl 2 14 B4
H3 AR B X A A 5~37 4 CTC AR ¥4 . £ 3" IR EIF X iy
CTG TNR ¥ J& i SO, &gl i H NS = AR 1/
(myotonic dystrophy type 1, DM1) (%) & 9% o H & 9 AL il 32 2 hy
CTG H A7 5 528 B 1 5 30T 7R mRNA 76 40 4% N 5 i LR
7= RNA B PRI 3K 59 422 98 15 85 (MBNL1 A1 CUGBP1) , ffiix
SO IR R T AR N, NN 51 DMPK J R (57 45 5 %, &
a0 N SR 3 W UE [ S N /S8 TS e QTN | W
FE AT HALZE S S AL R, B & B FECD F DML
B A% RN A SRAE IR A JE S A W), 3278 1 & 7 FECD A DM AJ
fil LA 3 )0 05 B0 A BEAL R Lk — 2B BE Y R W, DM Y

CAG-CTG ¥ 4§ € 78 Wl 3@ o AN 461 15 48 AUG & 16 % 15+ 1Y
RAN B/ A2 28 (0T, 30 26 2R 1 JT7E 22 A B 12 ATE %8 A= i
TE R — A 2K (2 3 A B 2 W R RS, IF 78 AL
B RS . #F FECD & & 19 CEC oA U th A7 [7] 9 RAN
HE P, B oK, DML R E T & A FECD B 5805 K i
46%") Bt — S HF T DML 5 FECD 22 [8] 5 J5 BI AL T2 S Ik
1E [7] 1) 7 DM A g % & FECD & 19 CEC b, & A I 3
MBNLI Al DMPK CUG RNA 7% 4fi fifl #% RNA 4 7k P 3 5 f .
PEAM DM FECD SRR 30 369, Z 45 B b1 40 A 1 56 —
AR5 3 W A R ) DMPK P8 5 FECD #4385, B
TCF4 3 H g B A Y LA 3 AL M & B FECD 5 52 UL i) DMPK
A R AL — S SRR X R AS A REAUTt 5 T DML
Mo &M FECD (9 & F R0, B, 56T DMPK 5875 1 gl 5L o
FEIN B 1) R GRS 5 00 BT MRS TE A A FRilE— 2R R .
2.3 SLC4ALI

SLC4ATT FE TR 45 % ) NaBC1 25 [ 75 CEC A9 5 J5S AN ) i A
LR R N IBE | AT 2 R T RE AL EE R S K 4 T as Y
B2 B 1R8] D4R R BE T I TS 4R (reactive oxygen
species, ROS) Al A= it 4t 5 LR -H-+38 16 36 1 3% 5 DM
S5 T S FE AT B 4 7 B RS A SR Ak R T S A% T
E2 5% H F 2 (nuclear factor erythroid 2-related factor 2, Nrf2) #ll
il 38 3 Ak TN

2008 4F, Vithana %7 9 Y A2 1P 6 L EDBE I & B FECD H %5
R BT SLC4ATT 3 A B SC %R E (E399K ., GT09E Al
T754M) B 1 A8 2k 278 (¢.99_100delTC) . 87 F 5 SLC4A11
EHERIEHTSE, URARSAZ 2SN E TN,
4 P9 0 0 A o U RR G S kR B SLC4ATT GT42R
IR B % R FECD B 1A Rk i A% (7 51 B Ah , SLC4ATL
AR 5 e K vk AL N E SRR R M S A
SLC4AI1 ¢.1158C>A(p.C386") 4l 28 48 19 1 1] 37 2/ whi [ £ 1 /&
S W R SE R R BT P P R B RN R TG B S DR A Al [R] —
I 55 1Y 2% A 98 A8 Bl 12 W R W 2 ) FECD , H: AR JIE o 77 £ JC
ARAY guttae'™ . Sleda 1 Tl B /N BB 1 3¢ B H i 80 (4 1 22 4
FECD $:4E , £ 45 DM Y guttae  ff S FE B i .CEC T & R4 .
CEC % i T W P B2 41 R 285 B 32 422 0 38 LA B )9 B S T i 2 4
UL AN, CEC (1 ROS /K P 13 i 7L ol & Gk 28 7 0 s/l B
FER FECD B J2 R B 30 76 14 d P9 B0 5 35 1 s £k 1
2.4 ZEBI

ZEBI(JEFR TCF8) 4t 57 T 10 5 Y (AR fy SE 45 5 S IN 1,
H K3k Z TCF4 45 72 EMT 2t 8 b R # 50 AE ' ZEBI
A AT E B 2 AL TR (3 [ U5 8, 79 3 B[R T, 10300
L5 AR E M DNA T A, B 50 L E 0w T 85 R R H Rk
DL A 5 EMTHS A 66 #1891 388 14 1 1 35 i 35k 465 4
FME & B FECD B Fh (B b2y 3: 1) UL B 1 B ZEBI 24
KA (p.N696S) ), fEF MR ARG & B FECD & i, 4600 51
54 A5 LA F: p.NT8T . p. Q810P ., p. Q840P , p. A905G #
p-PO49A X BEAR S5 5 op Y B {K [ ) FCD4 A B AE ], S 800 ™
WA FECD XM, HHURH 5. ZEBI 5 FECD 3645 34 5 5 8
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Gt — B LR T W & M FECD RO 4> M e a0 s
20 RS 3R ZEBIAE CEC W R 3K (BT 43 D 68 43 17 2 W)
B8 AE (p.GIn810Pro) HAT HURHE' . 7 FECD &5 19 B A
JE N e L8 ZEBT 1) i J3 258 2 BOE Fe Ak A K IH 7B AR
S T I L AR S (B ORE E HD) B FE K, dE A S
CEC iy EMT 3 #2171 ECM 1 JF 3% 35 If UL BLAE DM, B IR
guttae, J&: FECD A9 45 4E 2L I BR 2 B o Okumura 255978 # 57 1Y
FECD &k 4k CEC R &8, ZEBT W) ik B 2% 1, Bk
Bifi ECM A B R /N T4 RNA BRAR ZEBT 5 2 B, % 41 %
B ECM p= Ak i B 38 /b o aX b R Btk — 25 R B ZEB 1 T BE i
AP EMT &2 A ECM &%, 2 iF FECD 19 & 2 .
2.5 LOXHDI

LOXHD1 % 1% —Ff % 4 154 PLAT (R M & Be-1. . 05 | &
Wil o T3 ) S5 F 4R 0 BE AL OR ST HE 1T, 3K 48 PLAT 25 84 38 v B
A B TR E AR AR LSS 2R A RS g
R EH AR AR R B S T FCD2 K BT 4E 36 Mb X
B 134 AL AN T, LT LOXHDI R547C %878, If- 4
200 4% Bl 1§ & W 2 A FECD 95 1] v % 88T 15 A8 1 2% A 28
A EYE BT AR I ik B 58 AR T TP AR 1 T A AE A
1611 2R (1B -2 AR AR T S S e R R4
X1 404 B i % B FECD 95 1 Fl 2 564 44 R 1l 56 %) JE 20 247 1%
GWAS %78 , LOXHD1 51 %% 1 FECD A7 £ . 3 {H 1% B i S 5K
o I S O BRAZ Y R 22 A TR O 15450997, iE — 2B 1 s A
Uk 2 A R B, 278 H 3 B9 LOXHD 2 (1 7E CEC #3E JE fY
DM 1 JE B 5 5 B BT TCF4 5378 Ft S 30 RNA #% R 48
M, 2 o8 HoaT BB fE FECD /9 & 9% AL & 45 1 JHBT . 1
Loxhd 1" $F [ & A /N A HY (25 10 4~ PLAT 5 & X 38 %8 48 /)y
SO IFSEH BAE /R T LOXHD 175 B K% T Ko i B 40 i WL A
BRI G AR R S EE . FE R AN R RS BHIE S M
O sty 328 422 1 500 A HE 0 A A, L2 5 P 3 1 DG B 2R 1
MR E AL IEH  RIX A R G W DR R AR I FE L S 80E
TG AT A AL LR 500 R CEC S B0 B 41 i s
FEIEAT AU T (0 RE A% 1% 60 5 g jig &1 58 AL AR 3 3 3o 4 5
MU LA g, 687 A RS 3B WA K& VR R B S 5
itk o 75 FECD M9 &5 AL, CEC G HLAR I 8 0 i )37 7T B 2% &
YE—EAE R AR LR BRI T 23— 25 T R R
2.6 AGBLI

AGBLI 2 F 155 Ye o K 109 48 & kAL B 1 5L,
F2 BTy R SR A O AR L 0 A AR R A R

A B R R B S S A DA AT N SR R e A — T X
3MRFE R 1240 & # FECD 3% 19 GWAS 1, Riazuddin 455
RIZR Z M 3p A 15q Yo 10 1A X0 A7 78 34 ¢ H3 24> X
P B — 37 AR DL o 4 il R Y AR AL o RS E—
A3 AR R AT L R 15 5 Y 4K F 9 AGBLT A A
TE ¢.3082C>T 28 48 |, S 8 1% B A 4 i 19 25 A 5T 4w A% 7
(p.R1028") , AT BB B2 Wil HC 1E 5 D68 5 5% H A9 9O L SL I 98
i S5 PCRAF 0> T AR W) A 4R i — B 90IE T AGBLI 1E CEC
IR R . M AGBLL BF A RS A8 MR (R, S B L UL T
FEEE R R, AR AGBLL AR 15 TCF4 &5 & 36 M ) 8 3%
FEAR'™ . B BFIE AR TCF4 7] fE 2 AGBLI (3 &, M & 2
IR AT B A7 72 M LA R % AR AT 5 3 — 25 B

3 BTRRE

H i 4l %t FECD (934 7 BF 58 3 B2 48 vh 000 0 38 9 J )
NLBELL B TCR4 3E R CTG T & 47 ' 45 56 &k 0 bl .
Okumura 25 55 % B ROCK H 41 1 % Y-27632 H1 Y-39983
P 3E hCECs /Y 2 B L 38 78 I 400 1 L8 1, [R] e ol 2 e M 2K
FECD 2h 4 85 A1 1) v e £ K o Hov, JRi 88 0% T Y-27632 &
AW FECD G5 1Y #1 BEOK b, 32 25 00 0, OBl itk — 25 R 584
YETT A IR P B G A Y A T R . N- 2R e R A o — b
B AT AT Pl 6T B R 7E AR S0 40 B A A AN B sh R Y
H5L TR v U S AT AR P S 1) VR AR AR IO IR 1 hCECs P/ T
FIAMH FECD H 9 EMT, {E A7 B 2> AR 56 04 I PR BF 2 45!
WA MR, B b G G B R Nef2 #%0E A7 D p53 A
B 8 T L R T AU B AR AL R OF B IR ROS AR B, I E FECD
HhCECs 19 Nrf2 D BE 4 4t 1738 1067 85500 RNA B () 3597
FBE B 4 45 Ry FECD IR 97 S 7 87 07 1]« ) SO SE R 1 TR A 1)
TCF4 3 CTG A 71 v 18 4% RNA 1k F 1l R p; FH AT 75
fifp P 3ok 3% R SR 28 Ak B O Ak A )T RNA T3 T
il 30 32 8 45 /N RNA 2638 8 /0 ECM 2R i ; CRISPR/Cas9 JE
K] 4 6 B R A B8 1B M B0 28 48 L (AT RS o s 2% 2 A Y
9 1% 7 G5 ) FE R R A0 A AR R
4 HiE

FECD ) I IR 22 A1 K & s DL 52 2% 2 0 05 T 24> B0 ik
DR R M G 2l i (2 1) o RV BRI R 2L R A i 5t 2

i FECD By HLH 2R 0 Je gt 1 22k R E AR S HL AT i
PR A Rk R R A B U FH AR R,

®1 Fuchs AEARERARBBERREBXS FHLH

JEH AL KA L] 1 FH 5%

TCF4-DMPK RNA #1452 RAN Bl [ RNA B 42 845 2500, 51 2 (15 D i S5 o sl 4 by L2 2)
COL8A2 PN I R )3 33 h BT S W RIS AR o R A )

SLC4AT1 Ak R 1 i ROS 2R G Bk b 1A 1 fig i %

ZEBI(TCFS8) EMT 1% EMT S0 , A1 35 FA M A Bz 200 1) 2 2k B 200 B0 RE 200 i 266 1k, 5% 0 20 41 2 g 144
AGBLI IR S R =R R ik O A e M 2k S AN ML TR 25 RS AE S, AT R T 40 i 3 2R i A Y
LOXHDI GIR A 1% 11 55 A 12 200 T 25 09 e s ek A I T R S 1 4 o 52 AL g B g g 7S

HEMT: [ (] 5% 4k s ROS : 1 M4
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A7 ST RN Ml PR Y A A R R R AR L S A TR T A
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